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Call to Worship
We gather to worship God;
Guide our minds to focus on You, O Christ.
We gather to follow Jesus;
Guide our actions, that they might fulfill 
Your commandments, O Christ.
We gather to serve God;
Open our hearts, that we might be filled with 
Your love and compassion, O Christ.
Come, let us worship, let us follow, let us serve 
our Saviour, Christ the Lord. Amen.

Rev Mindi Welton-Mitchell

Song 156 Morning has broken

Prayer
God of Peace, may we live with peace in our 
hearts
May we live with peace in our homes
May we be bearers of peace to our 
neighbourhood and community.
May we be builders of peace in our nation.
May we seek peace and pursue it
In all we say and do.

We pray for peace in every nation,
In every city and village,
In every neighbourhood.
May we begin by living in peace with each 
other,
May we covenant that, as far as it depends on us
May we live in peace.

Prince of Peace, we cannot pray for peace 
without justice
We cannot pray for peace without mercy
We cannot pray for peace without love.

May we seek justice that restores;
May we seek justice for the oppressed,
For all who are on the margins.

May we grant mercy as You have given us 
mercy,
May we forgive as we have been forgiven,
May we see each other’s humanity;
May we see the face of Christ in each other.

May we love our neighbour as ourselves.
May we love others as Christ loves us.
May we welcome strangers as friends.

Spirit of Peace, descend upon us, mould our 
hearts
To be full of your love.
May we seek peace and pursue it.

May we strive for peace in all we do.
May we be peacemakers.
May we build up the reign of God
On earth, as it is in heaven.

May we bring peace in all we do.
May we speak peace in all we say.
May we be peace to each other.

In the name of our God
Who covenants with us in the name of peace.
In the name of Christ
Who is the Prince of Peace.
In the name of the Spirit,
Who breathes into us peace.
May we be peace.
Amen.

International Day of Prayer for Peace (World Council of
Churches)

Reading Matthew 20: 1-16

Sermon Life isn’t fair, thank God!

Jesus once told a story that on the surface 
appears to be quite shocking because it seems to
be filled with great injustice and unfairness. 
However, if you live with the story it turns out 
that there is a deeper truth below the surface, a 
truth about God and also a truth about our 
calling as people of God.

The story starts during one harvest season in 
first century Palestine. It seems that a vineyard 
owner discovered that he had to have extra help 
if he was going to get in all the grapes before 
they spoiled. Early one morning before the 
workday began, he made his way to the town 
square where traditionally people who were 
called day labourers would gather. Now these 
were individuals that didn't have regular work. 
They didn't own property. They were dependent
every morning on somebody giving them 
employment. Let's say that there were 25 such 
individuals gathered before dawn. The vineyard 
owner went and arbitrarily picked out five of 
these people, gave them the address of his 
vineyard and said, "Go, put in a 12 hour day and
I will pay you a denarius," which in that time 
was a living, going wage. It also happened to be
about what it took a peasant family to hold body
and soul together, and so these favoured five set
on their way with singing hearts. 

Well, as the story unfolds at 9:00 a.m., three 
hours into the day's work, the vineyard owner 



came back to the square, found 20 day labourers
still waiting and selected five more. He said, "I 
will pay you what is appropriate at the end of 
the day." He came back at 12:00 noon and at 
3:00 in the afternoon and did the same thing. He
returned at 5:00 o'clock, says Jesus, one hour 
before quitting time, and hires a few more!

And what that means is that all of those day 
labourers had gotten at least a portion of what 
each had gotten up in the morning hoping for. 
Nobody was going to have to go home empty 
handed. Nobody was going to have to go home 
and see wife and children go to bed hungry.

And then comes the end of the day at 6:00 p.m. 
and everybody lines up to be paid. It is at this 
point that the story explodes in surprise. It turns 
out those who had only worked a single hour 
came to the desk first and the stewards to their 
amazement gave them a whole denarius, in 
other words, what it takes a peasant family to 
hold body and soul together for a single day. 
When those hired at 3:00 p.m., 12 noon and 
9:00 o'clock came, they too were given a whole 
denarius. All of them were given more than they
had dared hope for and then, bringing up the 
rear, came that favoured five, those who had 
been first selected, but they too were only paid a
denarius.

Well, when they saw what they had gotten in 
comparison to what everybody else had gotten, 
literally all hell broke loose. They demanded an 
explanation from the vineyard owner, "You 
have not been fair. We have worked all day long
and some of these people have only worked an 
hour and you have paid us exactly the same." At
that juncture the vineyard owner makes two 
very interesting responses. He first of all says, 
"Look I have done nothing unjust. You and I 
agreed at 6:00 a.m. this morning that I would 
pay you a denarius and I have lived up to my 
end of the bargain. Am I not free to do with 
what I have as I want or are you begrudging me 
my generosity?"

That last question seems to be the key to 
understanding the real message of this 
surprising story. There is a vast difference 
between looking at life in terms of fairness and 
looking at life through the lens of generosity.  

These first hired labourers had another choice.  
They could have reacted very differently.  If 
they had seen themselves as a community with 
all their fellow day labourers, they could have 

chosen to rejoice with the last chosen labourers. 
They could have been happy that they all now 
had enough to feed their families well tonight.  
They could have felt grateful to the big-hearted 
landowner for being so generous to their co-
workers, and so enrich the life of their whole 
community.

So this God we believe in is not fair!  But 
overwhelmingly generous!  And it seems that it 
is that generosity which we have trouble with. It
is just not fair!  If we look at God’s gracious 
love available in equal portion to all human 
beings, no matter what, we can make the choice 
to be grateful for this generosity that is a sign of 
simply who God is – not a God given to making
the distinctions between people that we 
inevitably do – no matter how hard we try not 
to.  

 Now that same thing can happen to each one of 
us. If you want to look at your aliveness in 
terms of the particularities of what you have: 
your kind of body, your financial resources, 
your intellectual capacities, and then compare 
yourself with what other people have, you will 
always find people who have more than you do 
and, therefore, you can be indignant. You can 
say life is not fair. If you compare yourself to 
others, there is always going to be somebody 
that seems to have life different.

Instead we can take the alternative route and 
rejoice in God’s generosity that has given each 
of us something wonderful to share with all of 
us to create a truly life-giving community of 
faith.  God has been incredibly generous to each
one of us. Let rejoice in that, celebrate it – stop 
comparing ourselves to others thinking our gifts 
less worthy, less important, and start rejoicing in
the wonderful community we are a part of and 
together with all our special and particular gifts 
let follow God’s example and live our lives with
unbounded generosity of spirit – without time 
our gifts – all of them and with our money.

There is an old rabbinic parable about a farmer 
that had two sons. As soon as they were old 
enough to walk, he took them to the fields and 
he taught them everything that he knew about 
growing crops and raising animals. When he got
too old to work, the two boys took over the 
chores of the farm and when the father died, 
they had found their working together so 
meaningful that they decided to keep their 
partnership. So each brother contributed what he
could and during every harvest season, they 



would divide equally what they had corporately 
produced. Across the years the elder brother 
never married, stayed an old bachelor. The 
younger brother did marry and had eight 
wonderful children. Some years later when they 
were having a wonderful harvest, the old 
bachelor brother thought to himself one night, 
"My brother has ten mouths to feed. I only have 
one. He really needs more of his harvest than I 
do, but I know he is much too fair to 
renegotiate. I know what I'll do. In the dead of 
the night when he is already asleep, I'll take 
some of what I have put in my barn and I'll slip 
it over into his barn to help him feed his 
children.

At the very time he was thinking down that line,
the younger brother was thinking to himself, 
"God has given me these wonderful children. 
My brother hasn't been so fortunate. He really 
needs more of this harvest for his old age than I 
do, but I know him. He's much too fair. He'll 
never renegotiate. I know what I'll do. In the 
dead of the night when he's asleep, I'll take 
some of what I've put in my barn and slip it over
into his barn." And so one night when the moon 
was full, as you may have already anticipated, 
those two brothers came face to face, each on a 
mission of generosity. The old rabbi said that 
there wasn't a cloud in the sky, a gentle rain 
began to fall. You know what it was? God 
weeping for joy because two of his children had 
gotten the point. Two of his children had come 
to realize that generosity is the deepest 
characteristic of the holy and because we are 
made in God's image, specially and uniquely 
gifted, our being generous is the secret to our 
joy as well. 

Life is not fair, thank God! It's not fair because 
it's rooted in justice and grace.

Song 626 Lord of creation V1,2,3,5

Prayers of the People – Keith Thomas

Oh Lord, our God, Hallowed be Your name.

Thank You, Father, for Your Word that instructs
us in the way of Life, for those who have 
interpreted this Word to us over the years, and 
for the faithful trust of our ancestors. 

Thank You for the Truth of Your Word and 
thank You for the promise that Your Word will 
be fulfilled, establishing Your New Jerusalem.

We praise You for Your bountiful goodness and
the magnificence of Your creation.  We are 

blown away by the way new life is bursting 
forth all around us, the colour of the flowers and
blossoms and resurgent bird and animal life.  
May we always remember Your priceless gifts 
to us as we marvel at Your creation.

We honour and praise You and thank You for 
Your steadfast love and grace even when we get
it wrong.

We pray for protection and safety from disease 
and accident and ask that you surround those we
care about with this protection.

May we be effective stewards of Your creation, 
caring for our environment and the people we 
meet.  Help us to reach out to those seeking help
and protection; to those who are homeless and 
distressed for whatever reason; and the 
dispossessed, as Christ Himself did many years 
ago.

Give our leaders at every level wisdom and 
support as they try to navigate a way through 
the current pandemic situation.

Also, be with those whose jobs have gone, and 
those trying to make ends meet in these difficult
times.  It is hard not knowing where your next 
meal is coming from and for those unable to 
find refuge and shelter due to closure of these 
places. Bless the work of the Early Morning 
Centre at City Church as they reach out to those 
without a place to call home.

May we provide support and care for those in 
real trouble due to illness, isolation, and 
shortage of supplies.

There are a number in our Community of Faith 
that need Your support and Peace and we pray 
that You be with them now and over the coming
week.

Song 753  You are holy, you are whole

Blessing 

Commission & Benediction
Go in the strength of God’s gracious gifts.
Live lives worthy of the gospel of Christ.
We stand firm in one spirit
and strive with one mind for the faith of the 
gospel.

And may the power and the presence of God go 
with you.
May the Call of Christ lead you into fruitful 
labour.
And may the Holy Spirit fill you with the joy of 
grace.



We go in peace to love and serve the Lord,
    In the name of Christ. Amen.

Nathan Nettleton 
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