
North Belconnen Uniting Church,  12 July 2020 – Margaret Middleton

Greeting    (slide)  

Acknowledgement of Country

Title: Iridescent Urchins

This vivacious artwork celebrates the depth and
vibrancy of community life. Sea urchins can 
only survive when in a community and when 
living close to the sunlight. A parallel is made 
here to human relationships. People were made
for relationship and to be connected to a 
community. 

We acknowledge the Ngunnawal and Ngambri 
people, first peoples of the land on which we 
meet today.  
We pay our respects to Elders past, 
present and emerging 
and to all descendants of this nation 
who have cared for this place for time 
immemorial.

Notices & Prayer Concerns  
Lighting the Christ Candle

Welcome to this time of worship. We celebrate 
the Lord’s Supper this morning so hopefully you
have your bread and drink ready. 

As I light the Christ candle as a symbol of the
presence of Christ with us,
take a few moments to focus, take some deep 
breaths….. 
Try to have no distractions around you as you 
worship God..  

Song   Be still and know that I am God

https://www.facebook.com/remibauer/videos/
10220493619948762/
UzpfSTE1NjczOTExNjAxOTEwMTI6Mjc0NjkyO
DA3MjIzNzMwOQ/

PRAYER 

For the peace that passes all understanding, 
the peace you give in Christ, we thank you.

For leading us beside still waters,
we give you thanks.

For the love that is ours in Christ, 
we praise you.

For revealing yourself in the wonders of 
creation, 
the love of family and friends, 
in acts of gentleness and kindness, 
in the strength of care givers and protester, 
we praise you.

For all that you are and will be, we praise you.

God of grace, you have promised new life,
yet we continue to focus on those old ways
which are so comfortable and seductive. 

We are so good at fooling others
that we are convinced we can trick you as well. 

We have been called to walk with you,
and run down those paths paved with 
foolishness and fears.
God of steadfast love, forgive us.
You have claimed our lives,
so we might be set free and be raised to new 
life. 

Just as you save us, so give us the strength to 
be willing
to take up whatever task you give us,
and the faith to be willing to lose our lives for 
others,
so we might find life forever with you,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour. 

https://www.facebook.com/remibauer/videos/10220493619948762/UzpfSTE1NjczOTExNjAxOTEwMTI6Mjc0NjkyODA3MjIzNzMwOQ/
https://www.facebook.com/remibauer/videos/10220493619948762/UzpfSTE1NjczOTExNjAxOTEwMTI6Mjc0NjkyODA3MjIzNzMwOQ/
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Assurance of Pardon
This is the good news: 
God hears our prayers, our cries, our hearts. 
There is no condemnation for those who are in 
Christ Jesus.
In Christ, we receive new life. 
So let us walk in the light of Christ
hearts open to God’s grace.

For sins forgiven, 
we give thanks to God.  Amen.

Bible Reading    Matthew 13: 1-9, 18-23  
Ann Marie Tarry

Reflection on Scripture    

Jesus Fails Business School

Adapted from a sermon on Matthew 13:1-9, 18-
23 by Nathan Nettleton © LaughingBird.net

In my former life, I was a primary school 
teacher. I knew the value of story telling and I 
loved to challenge my students to make up 
endings of their own. Jesus knew the art of 
story telling and used it in parable form. He 
gave us many
memorable parables
as a teaching tool
and this morning’s is
one of those.

As a teaching tool,
parables are meant
to be ambiguous
and have
unexpected twists,
they are meant to
provoke discussion
rather than give a
definitive answer.
So it is surprising
that this parable in
Matthew’s gospel
has an explanation.
And even though it
is not a completely satisfactory explanation, 
most of us hear the explanation and actually 
miss what the parable is all about. I know I do.

When I first read the parable in preparing 
for today, I found myself immediately 
reflecting on those four types of soil and 
applying them to myself. Which type I am 
I? Where in my life am I like the hard- 
worn path, resistant to God’s word? How 
much am I like rocky soil, where God’s 
word makes a start but is unable to take 
root? When am I that shallow? How much 
am I being like the overgrown soil where 
concerns about money, status or lifestyle 
simply crowd out the word so that it gets 

nowhere? Have I failed to simplify my 
lifestyle and been seduced into deceiving 
myself that my privileges do not harm 
anyone else?. And, worst of all, how often 
do I manage to be the good and 
productive soil? Then begins the process 
of self-examination and chastisement as I 
try to work out how I can make some 
positive changes so that I might become 
like that good productive soil more 
consistently.

Another way of responding to this parable 
is to apply the same questions to other 
people rather than to ourselves. We make 
judgements about people and what types 
of soil they seem to be. Of course, when I 
do that, I am comparing them to myself. 
Usually unfavourably. It is almost a 
universal pattern in our culture that we 
reassure ourselves of our own goodness 
and acceptability by pointing the finger at 
others. The expectation is that God is 
going to reward the good for their 
goodness and make the bad pay for their 
failure to be good. It was the same in 
Jesus day.

But is this what the parable is really all 
about? Could we be missing the point? 
Consider this. If we stay with judgement 
and self-examination which has a point of 
course, we actually miss the focus of the 
parable. This is not the parable of the four 
soils. It is the parable of the sower! The 
focus is the Sower. 

What happens then, if we focus on the 
sower, on the reckless, extravagant 
farmer who clearly has no concern about 
achieving the highest yield possible by 
choosing the best seed and land 

./Nathan%20Nettleton%20%C2%A9%20LaughingBird.net


available? What is Jesus teaching about 
the kingdom of God in this parable?

I suggest that it shows a God who seems to 
takes no notice whatsoever of merit or 
receptivity. Rather it tells about one who 
showers blessings on everybody alike, the 
worthy and the unworthy, the receptive and the
unreceptive, the responsive and the 
unresponsive, the productive and the 
unproductive, and even the loving and the 
unloving, the gracious and the ungracious.

This is hardly a picture of a God who is 
constantly judging and punishing. Rather, this 
is a God who gives and gives and gives, 
lavishly, recklessly, and indiscriminately. Giving
love not according to human rules and 
perceptions, but according to the law of 
unbounded and undeserved grace.

A true parable has a twist in the ending and 
this is no exception. A true parable is a story 
that subverts and up-ends the expected 
conclusions and status quo assumptions. Yes, 
the parable acknowledges and highlights our 
tendency to divide ourselves up and judge one 
another. But it tells of a God whose 
extravagant grace defies all our divisions and 
boundaries and floods over them with 
scandalous generosity.

So now, the parable invites us to rethink. 
Instead of asking ourselves which soil we are 
modelling ourselves on, the question becomes: 
how much am I modelling myself on the 
extravagant sower? How much am I loving with 
the same generosity regardless of what the 
response might be? How much am I modelling 
myself on Jesus?

But wait! There is more....!!! The final twist in 
Jesus’s parable is an astounding promise that 
defies all the rules of sowing and growing seed.
The apparent foolishness of this careless sower

is rewarded with a productive return that bursts 
the boundaries of anything that could 
reasonably have been expected, “some a 
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.”

So as Nathan Nettleton, whose sermon I have 
adapted says: in this parable “Jesus is telling us
that the productiveness of our investment in the
life of the culture of God will not be determined 
by making sound judgements about people and
focussing our attention on those who return our 
love, or in strategically targeting mission areas 
most likely to produce a return, but by refusing 
to discriminate at all. Rather than discriminate, 
we are to pour ourselves out for others with the 
sort of extravagant non-judgemental abandon 
that is constantly exhibited by the God made 
known to us in Christ. You won’t do too well in 
business school with that approach, but you 
may well become part of the outrageous growth
of the kingdom of God.”

“Let anyone with ears, listen.” (Matthew 13: 9)

Hymn   538 Feed us now

Sacrament of the Lord’s Table.

We come now to celebrate the sacrament of the
Lord’s Table. 
In this sacrament we remember and give 
thanks for all God’s gifts to us: 
the gift of life, the gift of food, the gift of one 
another. 
Gifts freely and extravagantly given. 
Many have responded to The Sower’s 
generosity during this difficult time of physical 
isolation through gifts of love to family, 
neighbours and friends as well as gifts of 
money through direct giving for the work of the 
congregation and wider church. 

Prayer for the Gifts.
We ask your blessing Generous Giver, on all 
we do in our living and as we celebrate now the
mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection.  
Accept our offerings which represent the work 
of human hands 
and the gift of bread and wine as signs of our 
gratitude. Amen.



We cannot come to this table without 
remembering the needs of others.
Let us offer now our prayers of the people.

Prayers of the People – 
Mary Woodhouse

Loving God, 

We thank you for the gift of life and renewal – 
for young and old and for the beauty and 
wonder of all the natural systems on the earth 
that help to sustain life. 

We thank you that we can still meet together 
and we hope others will feel free to join our 
loving community of faith.

We bring to you our concerns for the wider 
world and the increasing reach of the COVID 19
pandemic; for the multitude of people who are 
infected; for those whose lives are threatened 
and for those who are grieving.

 Loving Lord, we pray that wealthy and poorer 
nations will work together to find health 
solutions for all, and that the value of all human
societies is fully appreciated. We pray that 
those in government and financial 
organisations can enable thoughtful and 
responsible adaptations. 

We pray for the outreaching of care and 
practical support evident through the work 
done by many different front-line workers and 
through ordinary people caring for their 
neighbours in need. In our diverse and 
sometimes limited ways, we hope to also offer 
sustenance to those in need.

We pray for those facing cancer treatments: for
Sissy’s nephew and another young friend, and 
for Kate’s friend Fiona. Holy Spirit be with all 
those supporting these people through the 
complex treatments they face: we pray for 
healing to happen through mental, physical and
spiritual resources.

We also pray for…   

Loving God, we pray that powerful leaders and 
systems may be challenged to honestly face 
wrong doing and that corrupt, repressive and 
unethical practices will be exposed and 
changed. We pray for those facing the removal 
of basic human rights and for the fear of bleak 
futures they may face. We pray that those on 
the frontlines seeking justice will be supported 

to continue their vital work throughout the 
world.

In all that we do, through the movement of the 
Holy Spirit, we hope our lives reflect the 
renewing mission of Jesus. Amen

Reflective Prayer (Great Thanksgiving)

Inspired by the Dayenu, a Jewish thanksgiving 
prayer

used at Passover. (from Spill the Beans - Issue 
35, 2020)

One garden would have been fine, Lord, with 
two people in it, some vegetables, fruit and 
flowers, and a small assortment of domestic 
animals; but, no, you told them to go forth and 
multiply, and they did! 



One world would have been ample, Lord, filled 
with animals, fish, insects, and birds, people of 
every tongue and hue; but, no, our tiny planet is
one of countless millions, stretching out to 
infinity and beyond!

One nation would have been plenty to care for, 
and many have imagined they were the one; 
but not enough for you, Lord.

You love the world and every person in it: those
who believe and those who don’t, those who 
are kind and those who are cruel, you love 
them all—equally.

It would have been enough, Lord, to tell us how 
much you love us.

You could have inspired a psalmist or two, to 
praise your love in song; but, no, you came and
lived a life of love; and for love’s sake you died.

It would have been enough, Lord, to set a good 
example; to show us how to live more gently on
the earth; but, no, you sent your spirit, to 
change us from the inside out.

Would it be enough, Lord, if we were to meet: 
one day in seven, just for an hour or so, to read 
your word and sing your praise?

And if anyone wanted to join us, they would be 
more than welcome.

No, Lord, thought not!

Help us to be extravagant in our living, and 
generous in our loving. Amen.

Please have whatever you have prepared as 
communion ready.

We thank you that on the night before Jesus 
died, on the evening of betrayal, 
Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke it and 
said: 

“This is my body which is for you. 
Do this in memory of me.”

In the same way, also the cup, after supper 
saying: 
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood. 
Do this, whenever you drink it, in memory of 
me.”

Holy God, with thanksgiving 
we take bread and a cup 
and proclaim his death and resurrection.

Send to us, wherever we are, the Holy Spirit 
that this meal may be holy and your people may
be one. 
Unite us in faith, inspire us to love, 
encourage us with hope that we may 
receive Christ as he comes to us in this holy 
meal.

We praise you Creator God 
through Christ the Redeemer 
in the Life-Giving Spirit. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer.

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name. 

Your kingdom come. 
Your will be done on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil.
For the Kingdom, the power and the glory

are yours, 
now and forever. Amen.

Breaking the Bread

Christ is the bread of life
food for healing and wholeness.



Christ is the cup of life;
wellspring of eternal life.
The gifts of God for the people of God.

The Communion

Take and eat. Christ is the bread of life. 
Food for healing and wholeness.

Take and drink. 
Christ is the wellspring of eternal life.

Prayer after Communion

Holy God, we give you grateful thanks
for all that lies within this heavenly banquet.
May we live as signs that love is possible, 
grace is believable
and justice is the way of life
to which we are called.
This we pray in your name. Amen.

Song   We walk on

https://craigmitchell.typepad.com/files/we-walk-
on-1720-4.49-pm.mp3

We Walk On

We are a body
We’re bothered and broken
We are a family
so fractured and frail
Here is a household
We’re doubtful, divided
We are all pilgrims
together alone

And so we walk. And so we walk
We walk on Lord, we walk on

We are a people
We’re holding a promise
Once were full-bodied
yet now we are bones
Here was a heart-beat
still heaving and hoping
Life-blood now seeping
as cold as a stone

And so we walk. And so we walk
We walk on Lord, we walk on

We are all travellers
with little direction
We are all followers
with future unknown
God of the twilight
God of the morning
God who stands by us
Out story unfolds

And so we walk. And so we walk
We walk on Lord, we walk on

We are all worriers
We’re anxious, despairing
We are all dreamers
still longing for home
Spirits are broken
Our hearts are wide open
just for ourselves and
just for our world

And so we walk. And so we walk
We walk on Lord, we walk on

This is our journey
a wilderness people
This is our yearning
of healing for all
Behind and before us
Within and beside us
Christ in the pathway
Christ in the call

And so we walk. And so we walk
We walk on Lord, we walk on

Words by Craig Mitchell. Music by Leigh Newton, 
2020. Lyrics revised 30-6-20.

Sending

Go now in peace to love extravagantly in the 
name of Christ, to sow seeds of joy, kindness 
and compassion, to grow the kingdom of God.  

And may the blessing of God: Creator, 
Redeemer and Living Spirit
be with you and those you love
today and evermore. Amen.
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