
Order of Service – 2 August 2020 – Rev Anne Ryan

Call to Worship
All who are thirsty, come!
God is the fountain for our lives.
All who are hungry, come!
Jesus feeds us with goodness and grace.
Rich and poor, young and old, neighbour and 
guest, come!
The Holy Spirit gathers everyone around the 
Table.

Song  TIS 100 All creatures of our God and 
King 

The Lord is not mean-spirited or vengeful.  God
is gracious and merciful, always willing to listen
to Our prayers, and to hear our hearts. Let us 
join in the prayer for forgiveness, saying,

Prayer for Forgiveness
We are sure we do not have enough
to end hunger in our communities, Holy God.
     Forgive us that we forget that, by your
     presence and power, very little can do
     so much.
We believe we are the only ones
who carry heartache around with us.
     Forgive us, Compassion's Heart,
     that we do not see, or embrace
     the despair of those around us.
We think we do not have the words
with which to offer hope and healing to 
strangers.
     Forgive us, Welcoming God, for not having
     the courage to run up to them with your 
grace.
We convince ourselves that we need to devote
all our time, our energy, our resources, our lives
on keeping up with others.
     Forgive us for not living that joyful,
     gracious life modeled for us by you,
     Jesus our Brother.

Silence is kept

Song: Lord Listen to your children praying

Silence is kept

Assurance of Pardon
Listen!  Come to the One who covers us with 
compassion, who feeds us on grace and mercy.  

What good news!  Everyone who thirsts is given
water; everyone who hungers is fed; everyone 
Who sins is forgive. 
Thanks be to God.  Amen.

Reading  Matthew 14: 13-21

Sermon
Matthew 14: 13-21

Feast of life
So here we are today, celebrating the sacrament 
of Holy Communion as we do together every 
month.  So what are we doing when we observe 
this ritual as old as our faith itself? 

Firstly it is a remembering.  “Do this in 
remembrance of me” said Christ, or as it’s better
translated “for my recalling”.  We must get this 
business of remembering straight.  When the 
Bible uses the word remember – it does not 
actually mean an idea or image in your mind of 
a past event – something that is static – it 
happened and you can remember it – often in a 
pale kind of way. Biblical remembering is 
always dynamic and realistic.  When we 
remember in the biblical way we actually bring 
something out of the past into the present – 
make it real and contemporary, so it becomes a 
living, actual event again, enacted in the present.

A Jewish family – even still today keeps the 
feast of the Passover.  This is where our 
sacrament of Holy Communion was born in 
Jesus celebrating the Passover meal with his 
friends.  For Hebrew people, to remember was 
to be caught up again in a corporate memory of 
the Exodus event. That great saving act of God 
who rescued the slaves from their oppression by
the Egyptians.  For Jews each person was tho 
regard themselves as if they were actually 
present – part of the group of slaves that had 
walked out of Egypt to freedom.

We Christians are called to the same kind of 
dynamic remembering.  By the cross and 
resurrection of Christ, God broke savagely into 
our history and set up a new covenant – a new 
deal.

There is a well known old African-American 
spiritual song we often sing around Easter – 
“Were you there when they crucified my Lord”. 
And if we remember rightly, we were there – 



we are there.  The cross steps out of its 
historical frame in the past and steps boldly into 
now.  We are there at the foot of the cross, we 
are there at the empty tomb.  We are there with 
Jesus and his friends as they share his last meal. 

HC is memory made present and real.  Not only 
are we there, but also Christ is here.  Let us rid 
our minds once and for all of the idea that what 
we are doing here this morning is mainly an act 
of commemoration.  How can we have a 
memorial for one who is still alive?  The Christ 
of our faith is not just a figure in an old story.  
Jesus is alive and present with us here and now. 
We would have to work really hard to 
remember the Jesus in the sense of a long dead 
person.  Instead we are to remember him in the 
sense of “wake up – he’s here – open your eyes 
and your heart, you Lord and friend is with us.” 
And in remembering Christ in this way we also 
remember who we are – his people and we also 
remember to whom we belong – we are all 
God’s children.

Christians have tended to lose sight of the 
everyday ordinariness of food, drink, word: 
even the ordinariness of ourselves! But it was at 
supper, at a particular meal, threat Christ took 
bread and wine, blessed and broke, and gave it 
to his friends.  A close-knit band of Jews and 
their young leader, were gathered together 
making the remembrance of the liberation of 
their people from slavery and the preservation 
of their people and their faith through centuries, 
despite all the odds against them; celebrating 
God’s enduring covenant with them.  This event
was both exactly like every other year of their 
lives they had celebrated this particular meal, 
and very unlike any other as the shadow of what
was to happen in the very near future hung over 
them, re-interpreting this event giving new 
meaning and significance for them.  

This celebration is also a contract renewed.  We 
call it a covenant – a holy contract made by God
and affirmed by us.  The covenant is given by 
God certainly, but it not his only, we renew our 
commitment to it to. It is our sacred oath of 
allegiance (which is what the world sacrament 
originally meant in Latin – oath of allegiance)

So what do we promise when we take this 
sacrament? One of the old prayers often said at 
the end of the Communion service “we offer 
ourselves to you as a living sacrifice – send us 
out in the power of the Spirit – to live and work 
to your praise and glory.”

We promise to follow in the way of being 
disciples – the way we are called.  We strive to 
be truer members of the body of Christ – the 
church –we promise to live our life in the light 
of the gospel.

When we come to this meal to this holy table 
we remember and make present the cross and 
resurrection of Christ, and we renew our vows 
to Christ – the one who meets us here in this 
sacrament, and leads us into fuller life with him.
– a life that makes us a living sacrifice, 
dedicated to him.

Christ gives and blesses this meal.  The broken 
bread and poured out wine are his signs of his 
love for the church – his body in the world.  
Christ offers us a deepening and confirming of 
the saving relationship between himself and us. 

When we gather with our brothers and sister in 
Christ, when bread is broken, we joyfully 
remember that He is present among us.  Like 
those earliest disciples, and the millions who 
have come after them, including all Christians 
around the world today we too can see Christ, 
and renew our pledge to follow him.

Song for Meditation: Were you there when 
they crucified my Lord

Prayers of the People – John Arundel

Almighty and Generous God, after hearing and 
knowing of the compassion of Jesus, and 
knowing that all gifts are from God, we put our 
thoughts to the needs of the people and the 
world at large.

With our limited vision, and our somewhat 
simple understanding of the needs of the people 
and the world, we beg to bring to you what we 
know and feel are the wantings.

On the spiritual side, we pray for the people 
who do not yet know or believe of, and in you. 
For their spiritual deficit in this must be great.  
May you work through ministry teams and also 
all the good people who know you - as the 
disciples did for Jesus - to show the light and 
life of Christ.

In terms of individual temporal needs, we are 
aware of raw and basic shortages - of food, 
water, shelter, sleep, rest and health - that seem 
always to be wider than we imagined.  Then 
there is the need for access to learning, to 
communication, to transport. Ultimately there is
the need for peace and security. For the love of 



God, may the forces move to correct these 
basics.

But there are still other overbearing needs : to 
be free from racism and other forms of 
discrimination; to have meaningful work; to be 
free from overt domestic and workplace 
violence and conflict; to have and retain positive
friendships and wider relationships. 

For the love of God, we pray for paths of 
rightousness to meet these needs.

Within our nation : we pray for the poorly state 
of the economy; for the growing 
unemployment; for the uncertainty and 
pervasiveness of the coronavirus; the social 
implications of stress and dislocation; and above
all, for the sense of fear and depression 
pervading our society.  And so too, to these 
circumstances on the whole world.

We pray for the diverse needs ...known and 
unknown to us...of our own families; and for 
members of our congregation.

For the love of God, we earnestly offer up these 
matters, and trust them to your Holy will.

And now to be in unison in Your Prayer :

The Lord’s Prayer

Song  ATW 476. Here is Bread

Prayer of Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We give thanks, O Great “I am,” 
who was and is and is to be. 
We glory in the warmth of sun and the blessing 
of rain. 
We receive the gifts of earth 
and the gifts by our participation in the web of 
all life 
and live our thanks. 
We remember how God appeared as God of the 
ancestors and God of the future. 
We remember how a suffering people 
were freed from a tight place 
and how people continue to be freed 
from spiritual homelessness down through the 
ages.

We remember the community led by Jesus of 
Nazareth
through prayer, at table, 
and through healing and teaching.  
We remember Jesus’ death 
that re-orders the ways of peace.    
We remember Jesus’ resurrection 
in the prayers and actions of people 
passed ear to ear and heart to heart 
in unending witness toward Peace.

With all the saints and prophets everywhere 
who help us stand firm in our own witness, 
we glorify you:

Holy, holy, holy God of love and mercy, 
the whole universe speaks of your glory, O 
God.  
Blessed is the One who comes 
in the name of our God! Hosanna in the 
highest!

Blessing the bread and cup

We recall the supper 
of Jesus and his companions before his arrest.  
During the meal, Jesus took bread 
and blessed and broke it, gave it to his friends 
and said:
Take, eat: This is my body.

Jesus took a cup, 
gave thanks and gave it to his friends, saying:
Take, drink: This is the cup of the new 
covenant.

By the power of your Holy Spirit, 
weave us into a body of testimony to the life 
you give.  
With all those who have gone before us 
and all those yet to come, 
shape us into a parable of your great heavenly 
banquet.
Come, Holy Spirit!

The Bread we break is in remembrance of the 
Body of Christ
The cup we take is in remembrance of the blood
of Christ

Eat this bread to remember him
The Bread is eaten

Drink this wine to remember him
The wine is drunk

Prayer After Communion

We give thanks, almighty God, 
that you have refreshed us at your table



by granting us the presence of Jesus Christ. 
Strengthen our faith, 
increase our love for one another, 
and send us into the world 
united in courage and peace, 
rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit; 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 

 TIS 691 Faith will not grow from words alone

Sending
L:  Go now, to find the thirsty.
P:  We will show them where the living water 
flows.
L:  Go now, to find the hungry.
P:  We will share from our abundance to feed
them.
L:  Go now, to find the stranger.
P:  We will embrace them as sister and 
brother.

Thom M. Shuman


