
Trinity Reflections – 7 June 2020  Margaret Middleton
Readings:  Genesis 1 :1-2:2:4a; Psalm 8; Matthew 28: 16-20

Introduction

We have all grown up with the creedal idea of God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Three in one and 
one and three. It took the early church Fathers nearly three hundred years to agree that this was how
God should be understood. In our scientific and mathematical world, theologians today struggle 
with the concept. It is not a Biblical concept. Some early Christian writers came close to it, but only 
Matthew has the words “In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.” Paul who wrote before all 
the gospel writers does not speak of the Trinity nor do other Gospel writers. Some scholars believe 
this was added to Matthew’s narrative at a later date.

So perhaps there is another way to think about Trinity. A colleague of mine shares these thoughts.

“Trinity is an experience. It is a language of being and thus won't always conform to preconceived 
ideas or be describable by our language. It is challenging. It encapsulates the essence of the divine - 
maybe not so much in its theological formulations and creedal statements, but in the fact that our 
experience of God exceeds our ability to describe it. It is always about our God we know rather than
the God we know about.” ( Jon Humphries) Could we therefore to use the word “mystery’ when 
talking about God?

Part 1 God – Creator      Genesis 1 :1-2:2:4a; Psalm 8

Today’s readings set from the Hebrew Scriptures or the Old Testament readings as Christians know 
them, are poetry – among the most beloved poetry of our Scriptures. They speak of the Creator and 
the created world. In the story, creation with all its complexities, its beauty, its terrors. All of it, all 
God’s world is seen as good or beautiful.

Genesis refers to beginnings or origins. In this opening poem, the Spirit of God in the form of the 
wind sweeps over the formless void giving birth to creation. It is not a scientific document on how 
the world was made but a poetic statement revealing the belief that a loving God has shaped and 
continues to shape a place of magnificence in which human beings have a place and a role. A role 
which has been historically misunderstood.

While Psalm 8 suggests that human beings made a little lower than angels are almost on a par with 
God, nowhere does Scripture suggest that human beings have a mandate to destroy or neglect the 
world God has created, to take actions that are not life giving, that are leading to the death of the 
planet. The words ‘dominion’ and ‘subdue’ of the Genesis story are better translated as 
‘stewardship.’ Sadly they have been taken as a mandate for wilful destruction ignoring the concept 
expressed in this poem, that human beings are made in the image of God who has made all things 
and calls them good or beautiful. God is Creator and humanity is called to work with God for good.

Psalm 8 reminds us of humanity’s mandate to care for the created world as God cares for all 
creation. God gives humanity this role as a gift. Our dominion of all that God has created must 
therefore be one of stewardship, a reflection of God’s nurturing and caring of all that God has made.
(With Love to the World, June 6, 2020)

Part 2 God as Jesus – Emmanuel

From Genesis we understand that human beings are made in the image of God. No where do we see
God revealed in human flesh as fully as God is revealed in the man Jesus of Nazareth. So close that 
theologians suggest they were one certainly in mind and intent. As John writes of Jesus ‘the Father 
and I are one.” (John 14: 10, 11; John 17:22,23 et al)



The experience of Jesus is one of love and compassion, justice and hope. He lived a life of 
servanthood and calls us into the same life of caring. This is the life eternal he speaks of, the life 
and being of God the Creator. (John 14:6).

The children’s story is a great example of how Jesus showed his love. Here is another story – a story
of one man’s living out Jesus command to love one’s neighbour.

“Despite the Civil Rights Act of 1964, public swimming pools around the USA were still 
segregated...Many whites balked at the thought of unsegregated pools because they harboured the 
racist belief that African Americans were more likely to transmit disease… The Civil Rights Act of 
1964 put an end to the sanctioned separation of different races in public areas. But many white 
people opposed desegregation, including at pools. In 1969, pools around the country were still 
shutting out black people.

Fred Rogers knew that pools continued to refuse entry to black people in 1969 and that racial 
tensions were rising — Martin Luther King Jr. had been assassinated a year earlier. So he sent a 
deliberate message on the 9 May 1969 episode of “Mister Rogers' Neighbourhood”. During the 
show, Rogers asked Officer Clemmons, a black police officer played by François Clemmons, if he'd
like to cool his feet with Rogers in a children's wading pool. Clemmons initially declined the 
invitation, noting he didn't have a towel — but Rogers said Clemmons could share his.

The actions in episode 1065 weren't complex: two men took off their shoes and socks, rolled up 
their pants and then swished their feet together in a shallow pool on a hot day. But Rogers and 
Clemmons demonstrated that a black man and a white one could peacefully share the water. When 
Clemmons had to go, he used Rogers' towel to dry his feet, as promised. Rogers left the pool 
directly after Clemmons and proceeded to use the same towel...

In 1993, when Clemmons made a last appearance on the show, he and Rogers recreated the pool 
scene, during which Clemmons sang "Many Ways to Say I Love You." But this time Clemmons 
didn't just use Rogers' towel — Rogers took the towel and dried Clemmons' feet himself. 
Clemmons, who saw a connection to Jesus washing his disciples' feet, found the act very moving. 
As he later said, "I am a black gay man and Fred washed my feet."” 

[Sara Kettler posted by Biography 14 November copyright 2019. https://tinyurl.com/yc9lzosg] 
Posted in Daily Mail List June 2, 2020

Part 3 God – Holy Spirit

Christians cannot speak of God and their experience of God without including their experience of 
Spirit. Last week was the celebration of Penecost- the gift of the Spirit of empowerment, the gift of 
language, the gift of new life.

God’s spirit as we have seen is a life-giving, life- creating Spirit. The early Christians understood 
the Spirit as a gift of the Risen Christ to empower them to face opposition and danger as they told 
the story of Jesus life, his death and resurrection. Matthew believed that they were given authority 
to do this task, that they had the privilege or right to do so because they had experienced the Christ 
event. When we speak or act in the name of Christ we are continuing that same task or privilege, we
follow in their footsteps as we too obey the command to love one another. I believe that as we do 
so, we too are empowered with the Life- Giving Spirit.

We experience the mystery of God in many ways. One of those mysteries is the sacrament of the 
Lord’s Supper.

In this sacrament, we understand that the Living Christ is present as we eat the bread and drink from
the cup –gifts for the people of God from the Creator’s hands. As we eat and drink we partake of the
life of Christ and are empowered to be his people in a troubled world.



May we who participate in this Holy meal this morning remember the cost of servanthood in our 
isolation and the power of the Spirit to open eyes to hate and prejudice, unstop ears to cries for 
justice, open hearts to love and bring hope to a damaged world.



Melba Uniting church
PRAYERS FOR SUNDAY 7  JUNE 2020 – Tony Weir

Lord God:

We thank you for this opportunity to gather for worship in peace and fellowship, and we thank you 
also for the skills and dedication of those who have made this gathering possible. 

We thank you also for those whose foresight and prompt action has saved most of us in Australia 
from  the pandemic that continues to play havoc in many other countries. Like the Israelites in 
Egypt, with your grace, we have been “passed over” by this plague. 

We recognize that minimizing the health impact of the corona virus has come at a cost to many in 
our community, particularly those who have lost their jobs and income, and those who have 
continued their work but in more perilous circumstances than before, including not only medical 
people but also those providing other essential services in the background, such as cleaners and 
supermarket staff. 

We pray for the health of people in peril in  less fortunate places, and for all those suffering in body 
or mind  whether from the pandemic or other causes,  especially those known to us.  We pray for 
those in  our society who have been unfairly excluded from  the financial assistance that has been 
on offer in these troubled times. In particular, we pray for asylum seekers and other temporary visa 
holders who have found themselves stranded here. 

We pray also that that Australians generally continue to stay careful, caring and healthy as schools, 
some workplaces,  and some public venues are beginning to  fill with people again.  

We are in National Reconciliation Week. Here in Belconnen, where there are only a few Aboriginal 
residents, this may seem a bit of an abstraction. But together with the widely publicised events in 
America, it serves to remind us that Black Lives Matter here in Australia too, as all lives matter to 
you.  Recognizing the national shame of the very disproportionate numbers of indigenous 
Australians who are in gaol or suffering from unemployment, poverty, disease or premature death, 
we pray for the work of the Aboriginal and Islander Congress and other agencies of the Uniting 
Church who are working towards making your love known to all people, not only through your 
word but also through action following the example of our Lord Jesus Christ, in whose name we 
pray. 

Amen
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